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If you had to choose to associate with one of two people, would you rather 

associate with… 

1) A man known for corruption, greed, and thievery, or 

2) A Bible teacher who is extremely close to Jesus?  

Why? How much would your decision be based on how your association 

with that person would reflect on you or how it might influence the other 

person? 

What if the two options I have just given you (the man of corruption and the 

bible scholar) are the same person, but in two radically different seasons of 

life? How might your perspective be different if you not only knew how 

corrupt the man is, but also knew who He might become through the 

transforming power of Christ?  

This morning we are going to meet a despised tax collector named Levi who 

comes to be known throughout the gospels as Matthew, the writer of the 

first gospel.  

What I am hoping you will walk away with today is the conviction that… 

We must reach out to those entangled by their sin, because Jesus came for 

broken people.  

Scripture Reading: Mark 2:14-17 

There is no hope for humanity apart from this reality: Jesus came as a friend 

for sinners. Yet there is incredible hope for humanity because Jesus did 

come as a friend for sinners.  

Colin Smith: “He’ll take you as you are, but never leave you the way you 

were.”
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This all sounds good, and yet many of us would have been very 

uncomfortable or even embarrassed by some of the people that Jesus spent 

time with.  

Jesus lived a very purposeful life, and Mark 2 gives us some important 

insights into His purpose:  

1. Jesus befriended sinners (vs. 15).  

In vs. 14 & 15, we catch a glimpse of Jesus’ social life. There are two 

categories of people mentioned here that Jesus hung out with: 

a. Tax collectors—professional extortionists  

The Jews lived under the dominance of the Romans who 

exacted heavy taxes from them. Though the Roman 

government would require a certain taxation, the tax collectors 

were allowed to keep whatever they collected above and 

beyond that amount. Those who collected the taxes were some 

of the most despised men in Hebrew society, not only because 

they took advantage of the people to line their own pockets, 

but also because they were considered traitors. Tax collectors 

were not Romans but Jews who were willing to give up any 

sense of respectability to get rich at the expense of their own 

people.  

b. “Sinners” 

This is a technical term used of those who did not care about 

following the traditions of the scribes. They didn’t bother with 

ceremonial washings before they ate. They did follow the 

scribes’ meticulous example of tithing all they have, including 

their spices. These are people who were branded by the 
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Pharisees as “sinners”--not so much because they had broken 

God’s Law, but because they had not followed the Pharisee’s 

legalistic views. By the religious elite, these people were 

considered “outcasts.”  

Tax collectors and sinners—this is the crowd that Jesus mingles 

with. It’s not that He entered into their sin or lifestyle or somehow 

led them to believe it was okay. But He loved them. Instead of 

breathing the condemnation of the law, He brought them the hope 

of the gospel. The first step of love was being willing to interact with 

people who didn’t talk right, think right, or live right.  

2. Jesus called sinners to follow Him (vs. 14).  

 

It is one thing for Jesus to interact with notoriously sinful people like 

tax collectors, but vs. 14 is completely shocking. When Jesus was 

determining who would be his closest disciples, he chose Levi!  

 

Immediately I see that I am not like Jesus. I would not have chosen 

this guy for one of the most important leadership teams in all of 

history. I would not have looked at Levi and said, “Now that’s the 

making of a godly leader!” If I were in Jesus’ shoes I would not have 

said, “Now that is the guy who I want to write my life story and be 

one of my key successors in ministry.”  

 

But Jesus not only saw who Levi was but also who Levi would 

become when His life was transformed by God’s grace and truth.  

How desperately we need to be reminded that Jesus came for the 

people that many of us least often want to associate with. He didn’t 

just come for people like us—or did He? How different are we 

really? How much brokenness is really under the surface of our own 

lives?  

Here’s my hunch: If we had been “respectable” Jews in Jesus’ day, 

we probably would have been taken back by the people He 

attracted and the people He gravitated toward—at least at first. But 

after we spent more time around Jesus, we would begin to realize 

that our sin and brokenness was no less significant than the guy 

who lived on the “other side of the tracks.”  

The hope that we find in this passage is that Jesus came as a friend 

for sinners—not just for other sinners, but for us. Romans 3 is 

extremely clear on this matter: “All are under sin…there is none 

righteous, not even one…all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God” (3:9, 10, 23). None of us can say that we have had a pure 

heart or perfect record before God. Every one of us is in need of 

God’s forgiving grace and the gift of perfect righteousness in Christ 

that allows us to stand before God uncondemned and loved.  

It’s when we are acutely aware of our own sinfulness—that we 

didn’t deserve the grace of God either, that we are able to move 

into people’s broken lives with the hope of the gospel.  

3. Jesus did not come to rescue the “righteous” (16-17).  

The scribes were offended that Jesus would “contaminate” Himself 

by eating and drinking with those who were considered unclean. 

Their motivation is wrong. Their attitude is wrong. But their 

question is a good one: “Why” does Jesus do this? To them it was 

scandalous. To Jesus it was strategic. In vs. 17, Jesus responds by 

clarifying why He came: “It is not those who are healthy who need a 

physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the 

righteous but sinners.”  

The irony of these words spoken to the Pharisees is that they 

considered themselves righteous, but they weren’t truly righteous. 

They are what we would call self-righteous. They believed that their 

status before God was based on how well they performed in their 

religious lives yet failed to see that their hearts were hard against 

God.  



There is a sobering implication to what Jesus says. Jesus came to 

save sinners yet He cannot save the “self-righteous” who refuse to 

see their need for God’s gift of righteousness. This is why the first 

beatitude says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven.” (Matt. 5:3). You can’t truly take hold of God’s 

grace until you stop clinging to your own belief that you are good 

enough apart from Christ.  

The poor in spirit are those who recognize that they are spiritually 

broke. They are desperate for God’s grace—that they have no 

assets, no resources that can make up for the debt of their sin. Jesus 

cannot rescue those who are righteous in their own eyes until they 

come to see, by God’s grace, that Isaiah was right: our attempts to 

build a righteous life on the foundation of our sin is no better than 

filthy rags.  

But the good news is that Jesus came for those who know they are 

sick. God has graciously opened their eyes to see the brokenness 

that sin has devastated their lives with. They are discouraged by the 

seeming inability for their own hearts to change. They begin to 

realize things like, it’s not all my spouse’s/boss’s fault that we can’t 

get along, but my own heart and pride rage against me.  

If you have come to the point in your life where you realize before 

God that your faith isn’t what is should be, your works aren’t what 

they should be, not even your repentance is what it should be—

nothing is as it should be, then I have good news for you
2
. Jesus 

came for you. He allowed His body to be broken on the cross to pay 

for the brokenness of your sin. He took upon Himself the payment 

for your guilt and condemnation. He endured the wrath of God for 

your rebellious disregard for God in your life. That’s what grace is 

about—God saving those who have come to realize that they 

cannot save themselves. If that’s you, Jesus would love to sit down 

and have lunch with you today.  
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How is God speaking to you through His Word this morning? What 

should our response be?  

1) Say “yes” to Jesus’ invitation. He came to befriend you. He’s 

willing to take you as you are, but loves you too much to leave 

you where you are. Will you allow Him to be the physician of 

your soul? Will you believe His diagnosis, that your sin really has 

alienated you from God? Will you trust Him and follow what He 

prescribes in repentance, faith, and obedience?  

� Repentance is turning so that your back is no longer to 

God. Repentance is turning your back on your sin, facing 

God and walking toward Him in faith.  

� Faith is trusting in Christ as your only grounds for 

salvation and trusting Him to be your sufficiency in all of 

life.  

� Obedience is surrendering your heart to Christ’s loving 

authority—allowing Him to be Lord in every area of 

your life. A surrendered obedience motivated by His 

love for you.  

 

2) We, too, must befriend those who Jesus came to befriend. Our 

lives intersect with so many people’s lives each day who we 

don’t consider outcasts of society by any means, yet they are 

living their lives independently of God. They are without God or 

hope in this world. They are entrusting their lives to temporary 

things and need someone who will love them and share with 

them what Christ has done and is continuing to do in their lives. 

Will you be a friend to sinners? Are you willing, for the sake of 

Christ, to invest in building friendships with those who have 

different social, political, and moral views than you? Will you be 

a messenger of hope?  

After studying today’s passage, I am more convinced than ever that we 

need to be intentional as a church family in servant-based outreach, and 

intentional relationship-building for the gospel. Who in your life right now, 



can you begin praying for; for God to give you opportunities to have real-life 

conversations that point to Christ and the hope of the gospel?  

We need to ask questions like, how are we going to design and use our 

facility in a way that allows us to serve people and build into their lives—for 

the gospel? Will some of us be willing to make an investment of learning 

how to be used more effectively in the lives of those who are struggling with 

their brokenness—learning to offer biblical counsel with courage and 

compassion. The first step is allowing the gospel to go deep in our own 

hearts as we allow the power of God’s grace to overcome our persistent sin.  

Communion:  


